
Confucianism

Key Person:
Confucius- worried 

about the disorder of 
China and wanted to 

restore peace and 
harmony.

Analects- Collection of Confucian 
teachings

Family and good 
of society above 

individual 
interests

Emphasis on education, 
loyalty, courtesy and 

hard work.



Daoism/Taoism

Key Person: Lao Zi
Wanted to create orderly 

society

Natural Way: The 
best way to live

- Rules for society are 
not needed because 

it disturbs the 
natural order

Best government has 
fewest rules and laws

Increased knowledge of 
astronomy

Belief in gods, 
spirits, and 
powerful 
forces in 
nature.



Legalism

Key Person: 
Han Feizi

Reject Confucian ideas 
of proper behavior

Belief people act out of 
self interest.  Need 

rewards and 
punishments.


